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Ysgol Friars 
Bangor, Gwynedd. LL57 2LN 

Ffôn/Phone: 01248 364905  Ffacs/Fax 01248 352235  E-bost/E-mail: pennaeth@friars.gwynedd.sch.uk 

Pennaeth/Headteacher: Mr Neil Foden B.A. 
  

         
Dear Parent,  
 
Thank you for considering Ysgol Friars as a potential school for your children. We are a co-
educational community secondary school with a long tradition dating back to 1557 and we 
are the first choice for the majority of pupils in our catchment area. I hope that you find this 
document useful and interesting.  
 
We’ve written it mainly for parents of children in Y6 but much of the information in it should 
be useful if you’re moving to us from another secondary school, which happens quite 
frequently during each year. Any LA policies can be obtained by writing to the Director of 
Education, County Offices, Caernarfon, Gwynedd, LL55 1SH. 
 
We’ve divided it up into two sections. The Welsh Government’s regulations oblige every 
school to include certain information. Some of it is statistical and we’ve included it in Section 
B.  
 
Section A, we hope, will help you make your choice and give you some information about 
how the school is run and how we can help your child settle in. We’ve based it on a number 
of questions that parents regularly ask us when they are thinking of choosing Ysgol Friars. 
 
We would welcome any feedback on whether you found this document useful and 
suggestions for any changes or additions. 
 
If you want to visit the school, please contact us via the telephone number above. If your 
child will be coming into Year 7, you should ask to speak to Mrs Ceri Parry, the Additional 
Learning Needs Coordinator and Year 6/Year 7 Transition Lead. Parents of all pupils moving 
into Y7 are given an opportunity to visit us for our open evening. I’ve included details of 
this in the prospectus. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Neil Foden 
Headteacher, Ysgol Friars 
 

 
 

Top Performing A Level 
School 

 

 
Ysgol Iach 

Healthy School 
 

 
Gwobr Cwricwlwm 
Curriculum Award 

 

 
Lead School 

Ysgol Arweiniol 
 

Education 
extra 

Certificate of Merit 
Tystysgrif Teilyngdod 

 

 
Quality Mark 
Marc Safon 

 

 
Recognition of Quality Award 

Gwobr Cydnabod Ansawdd 

      
 

School Improvement Index 
Award 

Gwobr Mynegai Gwelliant 
Ysgolion

 

 
 

Marc Safon Gyrfaoedd 
Careers ~Quality Mark 

 
Nod Ansawdd Sgiliau 

Sylfaenol 
Basic Skills Quality Standard 

 
Gwobr Ysgol Rhyngwladol 
International School Award 

 

 
Equalities Champion 

Hyrwyddwr Cydraddoldeb. 

 
Recognised Centre 

Canolfan Cydnabyddedig 
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Section A 
 

“How do I go about choosing a secondary school ?” 
 
Ysgol Friars continues to be the first choice for the significant majority of pupils from the catchment area 
(Llanfairfechan to Felinheli, including the city of Bangor and its outskirts) and a large number of pupils from 
outside. Parents tell us they are attracted by the high standards of achievement, the quality of teaching, the 
safe and orderly environment and the high standard of our facilities. We have regularly been praised by Estyn, 
the school inspectorate, for the quality of pupils’ behaviour and parents often tell us that this was a major 
factor in their choosing Friars.  We are widely acknowledged to be one of the top-performing schools in north 
Wales and the Headteacher and other colleagues are regularly asked to advise and support other schools. 
 
Parents whose children are ready to transfer to the secondary schools are sent forms by the Education 
Authority (the LA for short) during the autumn term and asked to indicate which secondary school they wish 
their children to attend. You should be given information by the LA as to how the application process works. 
Forms are to be returned to the LA, not to us. For advice on the process, you can contact the LA Admissions 
Officer, Mr Dewi Hughes (OwainDHughes@gwynedd.gov.uk) and on 01286 679904.  
 
A closing date for admissions is set.  This is 17th December for admission in 2022. You must submit your 
form by this date. Sometimes different LAs have different submission dates. If other LAs have an earlier date 
than Gwynedd, don’t worry. Neither schools nor LAs can give out places on a “first come, first served” basis. 
 

 
 

“How do I know if the school I am considering is a good school ?” 
 
This is getting to be more and more difficult for parents as there is so much information and data available 
and often the figures don’t agree with other sets of figures. The press also like to make up their own league 
tables which often concentrate on a small number of aspects of performance and ignore others. We would 
suggest that you look at the broadest range of information available as any one set of figures by itself can be 
misleading. The following may help you make up your minds: 
 

 

mailto:OwainDHughes@gwynedd.gov.uk
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Results 
 
When we look the reading and numeracy test results, pupils make very good progress here. 
 
Our teacher assessment results at the end of Y9 still rank very highly, as shown in the KS3 School Comparative 
Information Data for 2019 in Section B. There have been no comparator statistics for the LA and Wales since 
2017. 
 
The Welsh Government introduced new performance measures last year. We are clearly one of the top 
performing schools in North Wales based on these new indicators and doubt that any other schools in the 
geographical area could boast higher levels of achievement across all subjects. 
 
GCSE results for 2021 were based upon Centre Determined Grades rather than performance in external 
examinations. As a results, no comparative data has been made available this year. Comparison of our GCSE 
results with Wales in 2019 (the last year when results were based upon external examinations) to 2021 show 
that Ysgol Friars outperformed National Averages at all levels in all three years and this year’s results are 
even better:  
 

GCSE and 
equivalent 

Ysgol Friars 
(Summer 

2021) 

Ysgol Friars 
(Summer 

2020) 

Ysgol Friars 
(Summer 

2019) 

Wales 
(Summer 

2021) 

Wales 
(Summer 

2020) 

Wales 
(Summer 

2019) 

A*-A 37.0% 29.0% 26.0% 28.7% 25.5% 18.4% 

A*-C (level 
2 threshold) 85.2% 85.1% 67.6% 73.6% 73.8% 62.8% 

A*-G (level 
1 threshold) 100% 99.6% 100% 98.5% 99.6% 97.2% 

    
Level 2+ and Level 2 data have now been replaced by the Capped 9 points score.  
 
The Capped Points Score is a performance measure calculating the average of the score for each individual 
learner in the cohort, capped at a specified volume of GCSEs or equivalent qualifications. The Capped 9 Points 
Score for learners in year 11 includes all qualifications up to and including Level 3 that are approved or 
designated for pre-16 use in Wales by the regulatory body in Wales, Qualifications Wales. It is made up of 
nine slots each worth a GCSE in volume. There are three subject-specific slots for each learner’s best results 
in: English or Welsh language or literature GCSE, mathematics or mathematics – numeracy GCSE, and 
Science GCSE. The six remaining slots capture each learner’s best remaining qualifications to make a total of 
nine GCSEs or equivalent volume of qualifications. Learners who do not achieve a pass in the specified 
subjects receive a score of zero for slot in the measure.  The composition of the Capped 9 Points Score is as 
follows:  
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The Capped Points Score for Ysgol Friars in 2019 (the last year for which comparative data is available) are 
shown in the Summary School Performance (SSSP) in section B.  The average points score per pupil for Ysgol 
Friars was 400 and compares very favourably with the data for Gwynedd and Wales.   
 
At A level our results are also consistently very good. The Welsh Government measures schools on the basis 
of how many sixth formers achieve A* or A, A*-C and A*-E as well as a Wider Points Score. We are 
consistently above national averages in these benchmarks and well above the Wales and U.K. averages for 
A*-A grades. In 2019 (the last year when results were based on performance in external examinations), 34.0% 
of students gained A*-A grades compared to 27.0% and 25.5% for Wales and the UK respectively.  The A*-
C pass rate was 78.6% compared to 76.3% for Wales and 75.8% for the UK.  Similarly, 99.2% of students 
gaining A*-E grades compared to 97.6% for Wales and the UK.  The average Wider Points Score of 860 
outperformed the figure for both the LA (782) and Wales (734) to a very significant degree. Our students 
regularly secure places at Oxford and Cambridge on the strength of their results, with a large number obtaining 
places at top Russell Group universities.  Our Head of Sixth Form has taken groups of students from across 
North Wales schools and colleges, selected in part on their academic achievements, to a Residential course at 
Magdalene College, Cambridge.  Many of these students were from Ysgol Friars.  The most recently published 
Summary of Secondary School Performance (SSSP) data for 2019 is in section B, and shows how the school 
has performed better than the LA and Wales at both KS4 and KS5.  
 
Again, GCE results for 2021 were based upon Centre Determined Grades rather than performance in external 
examinations. As a results, no comparative data has been made available this year. Comparison of our A-level 
results with Wales in 2019 (the last year when results were based upon external examinations) to 2021 show 
that Ysgol Friars outperformed National Averages at all levels at Advanced level in all three years and this 
year’s results are even better:  
 

GCSE 
Ysgol Friars 

(Summer 
2021) 

Ysgol Friars 
(Summer 

2020) 

Ysgol Friars 
(Summer 

2019) 

Wales 
(Summer 

2021) 

Wales 
(Summer 

2020) 

Wales 
(Summer 

2019) 

A* 37.4% 28.4% 9.7% 21.3% 16.3% 9.1% 

A*-A 61.4% 45.9% 34.0% 48.3% 41.8% 27.0% 

A*-E 99.8% 100% 99.2% 99.1% 99.9% 97.6% 

 
Core Data Sets 

 
The Welsh Government, as another way for it to measure school performance, introduced the Core Data Sets. 
These group schools the Government believes to be similar into “families” of eleven schools. KS3 National 
Data has not been published since 2017 but up to that time Core Data Sets showed that at KS3, across the core 
subjects, we were in the First Quartile in English, Welsh, Maths and Science. For pupils achieving the 
equivalent of 5 A*-C at GCSE (including English or Welsh and Maths) we were above the family average. 
 

Fischer Family Trust 
 
This is data used by the Welsh Government to estimate school performance. It takes performance at the end 
of the primary years and uses it to estimate performance at GCSE. In other words, it looks at the value schools 
add by comparing what pupils could do when they started secondary school with what they achieved at the 
end of Y11. In five out of the six key indicators when they were last published, pupils did better than might 
have been expected and in two of these measures, significantly so. 
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2017 Pisa Results 
 
“This Welsh school is among the best in the world according to rankings”.  This was the headline 
in WalesOnline in March 2017 (http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/welsh-school-among-best-
world-12747541 ).  

Pisa tests are run by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development and are taken by 15-year-
olds across the world every three years.  They are viewed by educationalists and governments as a significant 
reflection of comparative standards.  Pisa results for worldwide scores in mathematics, reading and science 
tests were published in December 2016.  Wales trailed the rest of the UK for the fourth time.  Ysgol Friars 
‘bucked this trend’ and ranked it among the top 12 in the world for Science. 

The school’s Pisa science score of 514 put Ysgol Friars just one point below top Pisa performer Korea. The 
mark also ranked Friars above Wales on 485, Scotland 497, Northern Ireland 500, England 512 and the OECD 
average of 493.  In reading the school came joint 15th in the world with the Netherlands and Australia on 503 
points, above Sweden and Denmark as well as Wales, the rest of the UK and the OECD average.  For maths 
Friars came in at 20th place with 501 points, one below top Pisa performer Norway and ahead of Wales on 
478, England on 493 as well as above Sweden and Austria. 

School Inspections 

We were last visited in November 2017 when we were judged ‘good’ in all five of the key areas of the Estyn 
Inspection Report.  The inspectors noted that the school is particularly effective in setting high expectations 
for pupils’ behaviour, their attitudes to learning and the standard of their work.  In the previous inspection, 
inspectors were very impressed with the progress the school was making and we featured in their annual report 
as an example of good practice. They also said that some of the practice they had seen was among the best in 
Wales. 

 
The Welsh Government 

 
We have been visited by officials from the Welsh Government who were looking at how we develop our staff 
as teachers. They said ours was the best practice they had seen in Wales. We also featured in Welsh 
Government guidance on the teaching of science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) as a case 
study of best practice. 
 

What parents and carers think 
 
Our inspection judgement in November 2017 was also a reflection of parental and learner opinion. We survey 
our parents and students regularly. 99% of parents surveyed in the past believed that their children were safe 
in school and the majority of students also responded positively. 94% of parents also believe that their children 
settled well after transition from primary school. Parents also responded positively to questions on student 
progress with over 90% believing that their children make good progress at Ysgol Friars.  The quality of 
education at the school is reported independently by various on-line sites such as https://beta.gov.wales/my-
local-school-guide or https://www.schoolguide.co.uk/ , although the information presently used on such sites 
still relate to performance in 2019 and may not be updated to include the 2021 data in view of the cancellation 
of external examinations as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.   
 
The lower scores on our parental surveys tend to be about how well we publicised our policies, procedures 
and events so we now use the website and social media more to address this.  All parents who have a mobile 
number and an e-mail account registered with us are invited to register with School Gateway which allows 
the school to send messages directly to named guardians via iPhone or Android Apps for parents on the go.  
It also allows guardians to pay for school visits, such as the annual Ski Trip, as well as directly crediting funds 
to pupils’ school meals accounts.  School Gateway is registered with the Information Commissioner and 

http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/welsh-school-among-best-world-12747541
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/welsh-school-among-best-world-12747541
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/education/full-pisa-results-2016-show-12278551
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/welsh-schoolchildren-went-south-korea-12243595
https://beta.gov.wales/my-local-school-guide
https://beta.gov.wales/my-local-school-guide
https://www.schoolguide.co.uk/


 8 

guarantees that all information you provide will be kept private and will not be passed on to any other 
organization.    

 
“How do you help pupils transition from Primary to Secondary school?” 

 
We take helping new pupils settle in very seriously and have extensive arrangements in place to help them. 
Unfortunately some of those arrangements have been a little different due to Covid-19. Pupils generally settle 
in quickly and smoothly and it is often our experience that pupils transfer to us from other secondary schools 
during the year as they have not been happy or have had difficulties. Many pupils join us from other secondary 
schools each year. We have a plan which includes several opportunities for pupils to learn more about the 
school or visit us: 
 

 We have a Discovery Day in the summer term where Y5 pupils are invited up to the school to take 
part in a range of skills-based activities; 

 Senior staff visit all the primary schools in the catchment area in the first half term of Y6 to talk to the 
pupils and bring copies of the school prospectus for them to bring home to you (or bury in their school 
bags for you to find months later!); 

 We have an Open Evening in November where you can come and visit the school and meet staff, 
pupils and parents / carers. We give out letters for this when we visit primary schools but you are 
welcome to phone or e-mail us for details; 

 Staff often come to teach classes in Y6 during the course of the year; 
 Pupils are invited to school in groups for drama sessions with our staff and Y7 pupils in the late spring 

and summer terms; 
 We hold a “Roll Over” Day in the June or July before pupils transfer to us in September where pupils 

attend school for a full day as if they were in Y7; 
 We hold an evening called “A Time to Shine” towards the end of the summer term of Y6 where you 

(and your children) can come and meet some of the staff who will be looking after them and find out 
how we support them in their learning. 

 
Where pupils have additional learning needs (ALN), our ALN Co-ordinator (ALNCO) will try and attend all 
the annual reviews of Y6 pupils to help smooth their transfer to Ysgol Friars. We also provide two booklets. 
The first (see below left) is for the pupils and is updated every year. 
 
 

  
 
It has been written by pupils and staff and contains maps, pictures and helpful tips about how to settle into 
their new school. The second (above right) is for you and gives advice on how you can help your children 
make a smooth transition to secondary school. 

YEAR 7 IN SEPTEMBER 2022 
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When children transfer to us from other secondary schools, we usually ask for copies of reports from previous 
schools before admitting. We do this to make sure that we can meet the needs of children seeking to enter the 
school and, particularly for those beginning a GCSE course, that we have spaces left in the courses which 
pupils wish to take. Parents / carers who have this information already should send it to the Year Group’s Pupil 
Co-ordinator, who is the in overall charge of each year group and who will then usually arrange the admission. 

 
“Who will help or support my child when they start ?” 

 
It is very helpful if parents / carers telephone the school to make an appointment to see the following pastoral 
support staff. Some of them have teaching timetables and it will not always be possible for you to see them if 
you arrive at school without an appointment. In matters of emergency when you cannot contact them, please 
contact me.  All visitors must report to the reception office on arrival. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Mrs Ceri Parry 
 

 
 

Additional Learning Needs Co-ordinator and 
Transition Lead 

 
Mrs Parry will have visited you in your Primary 
School and will be a familiar face who is closely 
involved with your transition into Ysgol Friars 
during the first few weeks of Year 7.  You should 
see Mrs Parry if you’ve been getting extra help in 
some or all of your lessons. 

 

 
 

Mrs Ray Rimmer 
 

 
 

Head of Year 7  
 

We rotate the role of Head of Year 7 every year. 
Currently this is Mrs Rimmer. You should see Mrs 
Rimmer if you’re having problems with your work, 
your teacher or other pupils.  You could also see 
her if you are unhappy about the class you’ve been 
put in.   

Miss Ffion Williams 

 
 

Associate Assistant Headteacher: Head of Lower School 
 

Miss Williams is in overall charge of the Year 7 to 9 pupil 
support system and you can arrange to discuss any unresolved 
issues with her. 
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Enquiries about your children’s progress, behaviour and achievement should be directed to these staff. Unlike 
primary schools, in a school of this size, it is impossible for me or my Deputies to deal with such enquiries for 
all children and so we have a clearly established system where it is the relevant Head of Key Stage and the 
Year Group’s Head of Year who deal with problems and queries. Please don’t be offended if you call the 
school, asking to speak to me, and are put through to a different member of staff. This system does work well. 
  

“What happens if pupils don’t settle in the class you put them in to ?” 
 
When we decide which classes to put your children in, we will look at the information from the primary school. 
Most of the pupils in most of the primary schools in the catchment area come here. We won’t put children in 
a class by themselves and put all their friends in another. We’ll try the best we can to make sure that there are 
people in your class who they know. The more children from your child’s school who come here, the easier it 
is to keep friends together. 
 
Most children settle in very quickly but if the class we’ve put your child in doesn’t work out, we can nearly 
always move you to another one as long as you ask before the October half term. We may be able to move  
after this but it is better to deal with problems early. We take lots of children from outside the catchment area 
too, but sometimes only a few come from each school. We’ll work with you to find a class your child can 
settle into quickly.  
 
At Ysgol Friars we want to make the move from primary school as smooth and problem free as possible. We 
understand that feeling settled and happy in their new school is very important in helping children succeed. 
As a big school with a large staff, we can offer more flexible grouping of children to better meet their needs. 
We put pupils in classes which we think are best suited to them. We look at how classes will help them 
progress in their work first but we also consider social and friendship issues which can affect how quickly and 
well children settle in. 
 
Year 7 is usually timetabled in two halves.  This is for no reason other than to make the timetable work as few 
schools will have enough teachers available in every subject at the same time to teach the whole year group. 
Each year, we have two or three classes which are taught in Welsh or bilingually for some of their timetable. 
Before your child starts at Ysgol Friars, we will have asked for his or her records from the primary school. 
We use this information to place pupils in groups which are most suited to their needs. When deciding on 
classes, we use the following criteria in the order in which they are listed overleaf: 
 

 Pupils who transfer on the Additional Learning Needs register; 
 Pupils’ ability in Welsh as assessed by teacher assessment in Year 6; 
 Pupils’ academic ability where academic balance is required between two timetabled halves of the 

year group; 
 Social or friendship groupings; 

 
If you wish your child to be taught in a language different from the one allocated, you can write to us to ask 
us to consider changing. Also, if you think your child may be isolated from friends and will therefore have 
difficulty settling in, and the primary school agree that this is the case, you can write to us and ask us to 
reconsider the class we have chosen as long as your request is supported by evidence. 
  
We will not agree to a request if to do so might stop us from meeting the additional needs of a child on the 
ALN register or where the only classes available are clearly inappropriate based on the ability of the group 
and the level of academic challenge in their lessons. We might allow you to say which group you would prefer 
your child to be placed in if you feel he or she could be on his/her own socially, but we ask you to understand 
that your expressing a preference is not the same as choosing the group as this is our decision based on the 
overall needs of the year group. 
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During Year 7, we might move children to a different class if: 
 

 An assessment shows that your child has additional learning needs which cannot be met in the current 
class; 

 Pupils are unable to cope with bilingual teaching; 
 Their level of academic ability is not as expected and the work is too easy or hard for them; 
 They are having difficulty mixing with other children in the group. 

 
If you feel that any of these factors apply to your child, you can write to us to ask us to reconsider the class 
your child has been placed in as long as you do this no later than the October half term holiday. 
 
In some subjects in Year 7, and in many subjects as children move up through the school, we introduce setting. 
This means that we put pupils of a similar level of ability in the same teaching group for that one subject. It 
does not mean that we choose pupils by ability who are then taught all subjects in the curriculum in that group 
(this is usually known as streaming). It is the job of designated teachers in each subject to ensure that pupils 
are placed in setted teaching groups appropriate to their level of ability if setting is used by the subject. They 
will have measured pupils’ ability on the basis of their assessments in Year 6, their progress during year 7 and 
any test or assessment results. They should not allocate pupils to sets solely on the basis of a single 
examination, test or assessment result. They will keep set allocations under regular review and may move 
children up or down if their work improves or gets worse. When this happens, they will write to you in 
advance.  
 
In the booklet we give to pupils, we included quotes from several pupils who recently started at the school. 
We didn’t tell the pupils what to say and let them use their own words. This is a selection of them: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“What about behaviour and is there bullying?” 

 
We want pupils to enjoy their time at Friars but we believe it is important that pupils use their time with us 
purposefully and constructively. We expect pupils to do their best. We expect them to take a pride in their 
work and achievements, pride in their appearance and pride in themselves. We regularly monitor pupils’ 
progress and the Associate Assistant Headteacher and Heads of Year have time set aside to help pupils with 

 
On my first day at Friars I was very 
nervous because none of my 
friends were there, so basically I 
arrived all alone.  I thought it 
would be difficult but after a day or 
two I got used to it.  I was a little 
scared at first until the teachers and 
other pupils introduced 
themselves.  But after a day or two 
I realised that the teachers weren’t 
as strict, the pupils weren’t as 
scary and the work wasn’t hard.  
Moving from primary to secondary 
school may seem scary (especially 
if you’re not moving with friends) 
but it’s also very easy to make new 
friends. 

Rebecca (Year 7) 

 
When I first started at Friars I thought that I was going to get 
lost and bullied, but it turned out that I never got lost or bullied.  
It is a fun place to be and there is nothing to be afraid of.  I 
never really enjoyed school but in Friars I have begun to!  
 

Callum (Year 7) 

 
I was very nervous and worried about not making any new 
friends and that I would get really lost.  However, within the 
blink of an eye I found some new friends and we all helped 
each other around the school.  There was also some Year 8 
guides there to help us if we needed to ask things like what 
block we were meant to be in – there was a lot of help 
available.  I enjoyed the first day and I didn’t expect to!  The 
teachers are far from being as strict as I thought they’d be. 
 

Jenna (Year 7) 
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problems and to deal with any pupil who causes problems to others. The school uses online ‘Show My 
Homework’ where you can monitor the homework being set and its completion. 
 
The school takes a firm line on pupil behaviour and discipline but also takes steps to reward achievement and 
effort. Many schools do not believe it is their role to take action on incidents which occur outside the school 
gates and off the premises. We do not believe that the school day is just the time between the ringing of the 
school bell first thing in the morning and the end of last lesson at 3.15. When pupils travel to and from school 
wearing their uniform they are ambassadors for the school. We do not hesitate to deal with any problems 
during this time and support our pupils in exactly the same way as we do when they are on school premises. 
 
The school takes rude, mean and bullying behaviour very seriously. We do not try to pretend that it does not 
exist. Indeed, as the public view of what can be described as ‘bullying’ grows wider, it would be dishonest for 
any schools to say that they have none. We believe that schools should be judged by the action that they take 
to deal with it when it occurs. We encourage pupils to be open and to tell; we try to make children aware of 
its effects and ultimately we deal promptly and firmly with those who make life difficult for others. We also 
try to educate pupils on the difference between rude, mean and bullying behaviour, as our approach to dealing 
with these behaviours differs. Rude behaviour may require a conversation aimed at restoring a relationship 
between pupils. Clear examples of ongoing, repeated bullying may lead to very severe punishments. The 
support and co-operation of parents and all in the school in bringing problems to our attention is much 
appreciated. Pupils and parents say they believe that the school is a safe place to be and when incidents of 
misbehavior occur, they are generally dealt with promptly and effectively. 
 
We take a firm line on appearance and uniform. We expect pupils to look after the site and their classrooms. 
A small number of parents, when their children get into trouble, complain that the school is too strict on what 
they see as being minor issues, especially with uniform. However, we believe that if pupils keep to all the 
rules, including the minor ones, they are less likely to do something seriously wrong and it clearly works. We 
will make our expectations clear to you and your children. Having done that, we expect pupils to live up to 
them. Where pupils have problems, we will try and support them. Where the support does not improve their 
behaviour and where they are having a negative impact on other children’s learning, we do, in a small number 
of cases, permanently exclude. This is a last resort, but it is a step we are not afraid to take. 
 
Copies of the school’s behaviour and bullying policies are available on the school website 
(moodletest.friars.gwynedd.sch.uk). Go to the “Parents and Carers” tab at the top left of the page and a click 
brings up the “School Policies” tab. 

 
“My child is very able and talented. How will you make sure they make really good progress and find 

their learning stimulating and challenging ?” 
 
More able and talented pupils (MAT) make very good progress here and we have appointed a member of staff 
specifically to ensure that the needs of these pupils are met. The percentages achieving the top grades at A-
level are well above national averages and pupils secure places at Oxford, Cambridge and other Russell Group 
Universities. Our Director of Sixth Form Studies supports such students in their applications.  
 
Not all able pupils are good at all subjects. Each Department has a definition of a more able and talented pupil 
depending on the demands of the subject. We identify our most able pupils on the basis of primary sector 
records coupled with evidence of ability and achievements at this school.  Subject teachers will be asked to 
nominate the more able and talented pupils in their classes. The school also uses data to help identify pupils’ 
strengths and weaknesses. 
 
We provide more able and talented pupils with opportunities to develop capabilities over a period of time 
through a range of teaching and learning styles.  It is a requirement that schemes of work will include 
differentiated tasks and some will demand higher skills to extend and challenge more able and talented pupils. 
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We give our more able pupils opportunities outside the normal curriculum to shine and develop their interests. 
Trips and competitions often stimulate interest. We regularly win engineering competitions and challenges, 
we have been national debating champions, pupils regularly gain top marks in national maths challenges and 
a team of our pupils came in the top 25 in the world, reaching the international finals in Abu Dhabi in a 
competition to design and race model formula one cars. 
 

 
 

“What if my child has Additional Learning Needs (ALN)?” 
 
We are committed to a whole-school approach with every department undertaking its responsibility to make 
the curriculum accessible to all pupils. 
 
A child with additional learning needs is any pupil who requires support or additional preparation because 
his/her general level of academic attainment is significantly above or below that of his/her peers. Some may 
also have a specified learning difficulty, poor social skills, emotional and/or behavioural difficulties or a 
physical/sensory disability. 
 
We do our best: 

 To give every child equal opportunity to develop and enjoy a curriculum that is relevant, broad, 
balanced and differentiated (adjusted to suit the needs of the child) whatever his/her educational needs. 

 To identify children with additional learning needs and to ensure that they make good progress 
 To allow them to play a full part in the life of the school. 
 To encourage parents/guardians to play a key role in the process of educating children with   additional 

learning needs 
 To work as effectively as we can with external agencies, both statutory and voluntary. 

 
Lifts are available in three buildings for children with mobility problems. 
 
The school will make full use of the information provided in pupil transfer records when they move up from 
their primary schools or meetings. Individual pupil screening will also be provided upon admission - a 
procedure which is responsive to parental concerns. 
 
We use what we call a provision map to decide how best to support pupils with additional needs. The extra 
help we give them could include: 

 Extra literacy or numeracy lessons in small groups; 
 Targeted support to improve reading skills; 
 Being placed in a small nurture group with fewer teachers to make their lessons more like primary 

school. This class is based in our Nurture Unit in the School Library. 
 Giving them pupil support assistants to help them individually or as part of a group; 
 Arranging help from outside agencies; 
 Adapting lessons or the materials they will need to use or read in lessons. 
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We check their progress regularly and will invite you to any formal meeting where their progress is being 
reviewed so that you can take part and tell us if there are any other ways we might be able to provide help. 
 

“How is the school day organised ?” 
 
We expect pupils to be on site by 8.55 a.m. and the school day finishes at 3.15. 
 
Year 7-11 pupils are not allowed off the site during the school day. If you want your child to come home for 
lunch, you must write to us and let us know. Pupils are only allowed off site at lunch time if they are going 
home and after we have received your letter or e-mail via SchoolComms. All others must stay on site. 
 
The school has introduced a swipe card system for use in the school’s canteens at morning break and 
lunchtime.  Parents / Carers can credit their cards using the School Gateway app.  This card is also used as 
pupils’ library card should they wish to borrow books from the school library.  There will be a £2.50 
replacement fee for any card lost. 
 
Primary schools and secondary schools follow the National Curriculum and in many ways the work that 
Secondary schools do carries on from the work your children did in Primary school.  However, they will be 
taught by a number of different teachers in different rooms.  One of your child’s school days may look like is 
outlined in the following table: 
 

TIME  LESSON TEACHER ROOM 
9.00-9.10 am Registration Mrs Jones A11 
9.10-10.00 am Period 1 History Mr Hughes C3 
10.00-10.50 am Period 2 Maths Mr Parry M1 
10.50-11.10 am Breaktime 
11.10-12.00 am Period 3 English Mrs Moss S1 
12.00-12.50 pm Period 4 Science Mrs Shacklady G4 
12.50-1.35 pm Lunchtime 
1.35-2.25 pm Period 5 Technology Mr Holdsworth T2 
2.25-3.15 pm Period 6 Music Mrs Williams A7 

 
Please note that at present (as a result of our Covid prevention measures) we are operating a split lunchtime 
so for pupils in Y7-9, lesson 4 and the lunchbreak have been swapped.  
 

“What is the school uniform ?” 
 
School  Uniform regulations have been confirmed and  adopted by  the  School Governing Body in order 
to foster  pride  in  the school  and  a  sense of belonging to it. All pupils must be dressed in accordance 
with the details set out in this Handbook. Variations are not permitted unless specified. This is one of the 
School Rules. The school is grateful to parents and carers for their support for school uniform regulations. 
 
KS3 School Uniform 

 Gold school polo shirt with Friars crest; 
 Trousers or skirts must be smart, plain and black; 
 White, or black socks, plain black or natural tights; 
 Plain, flat black shoes;  
 Black school sweat shirt with Friars crest. 

 
See additional detailed information below. 

 
Hair: 
 Hair dyed or streaked with natural colours is permitted, unnatural colours such as green and pink etc. are 

not;  
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 Close cropped hair below number 2 not permitted; 
 Extreme differences in hair length i.e. shaved sections with long sections – not permitted; 
 Hair beyond shoulder length should be tied back where, in the member of staff’s professional opinion, 

failing to do so would compromise health and safety. Pupils with long hair should have a hair bobble with 
them for this purpose.  This applies to all pupils, regardless of gender; 

 Dangling coloured plaits, hair extensions etc. are not permitted; 
 Patterns shaved in to hair – not permitted; 
 Extreme hairstyles such as Mohicans – not permitted  
 No hats (or hoods worn up) permitted in school buildings - religious headgear excepted. 

 
Facial: 
 No facial piercing permitted (this includes nose, eyebrow, lip or any other facial piercings); 
 One pair of stud earrings permitted - may be worn two in one ear or one in each; 
 Current fashion for large square stud earrings with mock diamonds not permitted if they overlap the ear 

(i.e. stick out beyond the lobe, for example); 
 No other loop or drop earrings permitted; 
 Placing a plaster over facial piercing is not sufficient; 
 No excessive make-up / fake tan allowed.  Make-up / fake tan should appear natural and should be 

minimal.  False eyelashes, heavily drawn on eyebrows and facial piercings are unacceptable.  
 

Torso: 
 Only school polo and sweatshirt permitted: 

o Years 7 to 9 = Polo shirts must be gold/yellow with black piping and have a school crest; 
o Years 10 to11 = Polo shirts must be black with yellow/gold piping and have a school crest; 

 Black cardigans, pullovers etc. not permitted; 
 Wearing a coloured pullover, sweatshirt as outdoor clothing not permitted; 
 Hoodies currently classed as acceptable outdoor clothing; 
 Anything with unacceptable logo (skulls etc.) not permitted; 
 No tee-shirt to be visible under polo shirt; 
 Watch permitted, no other visible jewellery. 
 Acrylic nails are not suitable for school.  If worn, they should appear natural and be of a length or style 

that they DO NOT present a health and safety issue in PE, Science or Technology etc. 
 Nail varnish is permitted but should also appear natural.  Natural, ‘nude’ or clear varnish / lacquer is 

permitted.  Bright colours (red, green, blue etc.) are not permitted. 
 
Below the waist: 
 Trousers must be smart, plain and black; 
 Charcoal grey or any colour other than black not permitted; 
 Jeans (with or without evidence of studs), jeans-style trousers, corduroy or other casual trousers not 

permitted; 
 Combat type or others with large pockets mid-way down the leg not permitted; 
 Skirts must be smart, plain and black; and of an appropriate length; SMT reserves the right to determine, in 

their professional judgement, what length constitutes ‘appropriate’. 
 Trousers are not permitted if they: 

o Are so wide that shoes cannot be seen; 
o Drag along the floor or touch the floor when pupils are standing; 
o Are frayed at the hem; 

 Black or natural plain tights are permitted, patterned ones are not permitted; 
 Shorts (with no visible logos with the exception of the school crest) of a sensible length permitted; 
 Leggings / jeggings are not permitted (even under skirts). We define leggings as skin-tight, without zips, pockets 

or fasteners. 
 Belts must be plain black and hold trousers up – not for adornment. 
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Feet: 
 Shoes must be plain black; 
 No flip flops or shoes which may come off easily; 
 Trainers permitted if plain black, branding is permitted but must be black.  Branding of any other colour should 

be covered or removed;  
 If socks are visible whilst standing (especially girls’ sandals or shoes) must be black or white; 
 Black boots are permitted (up to calf level); 
 Heels no more than 4 cm.  

 
Pupils are expected to present themselves smartly at all times. 

Sixth form students have their own uniform. Details are contained in the Sixth Form Prospectus. 
 

Physical  Education - Compulsory Uniform 
 
Indoors  - Girls and Boys  
White polo shirt with school crest, black shorts, bare feet / trainers depending on the activity 
   
Outdoors - Girls   
White polo shirt with school crest, black fleece with school crest, black shorts, white socks and trainers. 
Black tracksuit bottoms during the winter term 
 

 
  

Outdoors - Boys  
 Black and amber rugby shirt, black shorts, black and amber socks, football boots and trainers. The above 

can be purchased through the PE department. 
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“What do I do if there’s a problem and you haven’t sorted it out to my satisfaction ?” 
 
We’re not perfect and we do occasionally get things wrong. If you have a complaint, you should contact 
the school’s complaints officer, Mrs Jackie Street. She will help you try and resolve the issue informally to 
begin with but if this is not possible, you can make a formal complaint. We will always try and treat these 
impartially and thoroughly. 
 
We have a complaints procedure, a copy of which is on the school website. 

 
“How will my child get to school?” 

 
Transport is provided for pupils from Llanfairfechan and all points on the coast road through Tal-y-Bont 
and Llandygai to Bangor.  Buses also run through Hirael and Maesgeirchen and pick up at the town clock. 
The school draws pupils from an increasingly wide area and while school buses do not run from all areas 
to Friars, public transport is usually available and is accessible from the school. 
 
Parents living in Llanfairfechan who are in the Conwy Authority have access to school transport as free 
buses are provided.  
 
A high standard of behaviour is expected on the buses. Smoking is prohibited on the buses.  Misbehaviour 
is likely to lead to pupils being punished by the school and a temporary or permanent ban being imposed 
by the Authority. 
 

“What equipment does my child need to bring to school ?” 
 
A pupil's basic school equipment includes pens, pencils, a ruler, protractor, compass, coloured pencils 
and/or fibre tip pens and a calculator for Mathematics and Science lessons. A basic calculator will be 
adequate for the first two years of secondary education but beyond that most pupils will need a scientific 
one. Both types are relatively inexpensive and so it may be wise to buy a scientific calculator on the 
assumption that it will be suitable for the five compulsory years of secondary school. 

 
A more advanced type of calculator (the graphic calculator) is now widely available and may be used in 
some GCSE examinations. At present these calculators are relatively expensive and it is unlikely that we 
will recommend their purchase to pupils other than those studying Advanced Level mathematics, at least 
in the foreseeable future. The school holds its own stock of such calculators for use in lessons. 
 
We do not expect you to buy exercise books or text books. These are provided by the school. However, we 
do expect pupils to pay for any school property lost, damaged or defaced. 
 

“Is it true that you take a lot of children from outside the catchment area and that it’s hard to 
secure a place” 

 
We are a very popular school and we do have pupils from as far afield as the north of Anglesey and the 
Lleyn Peninsula. The numbers of pupils in local primary schools has gone down in recent years, reflecting 
a reduction in the birth rate in the last decade. It is the LA who grants admission but we have not had to 
refuse admission in the last two or three years. There are no limits to where pupils can seek admission from 
as long as there is space. 
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Section B – Further information 
 

The Governing Body 
 
The names of all the Governors are listed below. The Governing Body meets at least once a term. 
 

Gwynedd  Council   
Cllr. R.M Hughes      Mr E.T. Morris Mr K. Parry 
Mr R. White   
   
Parents   
Ms C. Houston Mr G. Mayhead Mrs Cheryl Jones 
Miss E. Wood Ms Patricia Masterson-Algar  
   
Teachers  Staff 
Mrs G.C. Shacklady  Mrs A. Blackham Mrs Emma Harrison 
   
Community   
Inspector E. Ahari 
(Chair of Governors) 

 Mr K. Horton 
(Vice Chair of Governors) Mr. B. Jones 

   
Ex-officio Mr N. Foden (Headteacher)  

 
 

School Mission – ‘Our Vision’ 
 
To foster enjoyment of learning to the highest standards through the creation of a civilized community 
where pupils share a common set of values applicable to their local, national and global identity. 
 

Organisation and Curriculum 
 

Year 7 
 
Upon admission to the school the children are placed in groups, three of which will consist mainly of 
fluent Welsh speakers and learners.  The year group is divided into two bands in most curricular areas. 
These groups form Personal and Social Education (PSE) Groups and Registration Groups, each one 
with a Tutor.  The children remain in the same groups for lessons in a number of the subjects offered.  
There is some setting during the year, for example in Mathematics and Technology. Pupils leave their 
teaching groups to form sets according to their ability, potential and experience. 
 
Subjects Offered 
 
Welsh, English, Mathematics, French, Information Technology, Art, Music,  Geography,  History, 
Religious Education, Science, Design Technology,  Physical Education and Games,  Personal and 
Social Education (PSE) e.g. Active Citizenship, Health and Emotional Wellbeing, Sustainable 
Development and Global Citizenship, Careers and the World of Work, Mindfulness, etc., plus a 
timetabled lesson for Literacy. 
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Development of Basic Skills 
 
Basic Skills support is targeted at learners who can most benefit from the additional help.  The help is 
provided via the “Successmaker” programme, timetabled for 3 periods per week.  Parents are consulted 
before pupils join these programmes. 
 
Sixth form students support learners with their reading under the guidance of the English department, 
and numeracy under the guidance of the Mathematics department in the lunch hours for part of the 
year. The school operates homework clubs at lunchtime and after school during which sixth form 
students and staff volunteers support learners.  
 
Education for those with Additional Learning Needs 
 
This is an integrated part of mainstream education. There is one teaching group where additional pupil 
support is provided as specified in the school policy on providing for additional special educational 
needs. The size of this group is restricted to provide maximum individual attention.  The group is taught 
by one teacher for much of the time to allow for a more thematic approach to their learning. 

 
Year  8 

 
The same pattern is followed as in Year 7 except that children are in sets for French, Mathematics, 
Science, Technology and Welsh.  There is a timetabled Literacy lesson and PSE modules as in Year 7 
with an extra emphasis on ICT skills development. 
 
Subjects Offered 
 
The same subjects as in Year 7. 
 
Basic Skills and Additional Learning Needs 
 
Similar provision to that in Year 7. 

 
Year  9 

 
Subjects offered 
 
Every  child  follows  a course in the  following  Departments: Mathematics, English, Welsh, Modern  
Foreign Languages, Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Scientific Enquiry), Geography, 
History, Religious Education, Music, Art, Design & Technology,  Physical Education and Games, 
Information Technology,   PSE  Modules (e.g. Drama, Health, Enterprise, Mindfulness, Citizenship 
and  Careers).  

 
Basic  Skills and Additional Learning Needs 
 
The provision is similar to that in the two previous years.  Classroom support is provided within the 
resources of the school.  As in Year 7 and 8, there is one teaching group in which the group size is 
restricted to provide maximum individual attention and additional support is provided in accordance 
with the school’s policy on Additional Learning Needs.  
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The Curriculum  11 - 16 
 
The school tries to provide for each pupil a curriculum that ensures a balance between the 11 curriculum 
areas as suggested by the National Curriculum and those cross-curricular elements such as Personal 
and Social Education.  Support is provided, within the resources of the school, for those pupils who 
have learning difficulties. 
 

Curriculum Pattern 
 
Outlined below is the curriculum pattern operated within this school: 

 
Years 7 and 8  Year 9  
Language 33.3% Language 30.0% 
Personal  Core 3.3% Personal Core 3.3% 
Technology/Design/ 
Creative/ICT/Physical  23.3% Technology/Design/ 

Creative/ICT/Physical 23.3% 

Humanities (including 
Religious Education) 13.3% Humanities (including 

Religious Education) 16.7% 

Mathematics 13.3% Mathematics 13.3% 
Science 13.3% Science 13.3% 

 
Years  10  and  11 

 
Key Stage 4/National Curriculum: Years 10 and 11 
 
At the end of Year 9 pupils are given an opportunity to choose a combination of subjects leading, over 
two years, to accreditation.  Pupils select subjects in consultation with parents and teachers, and with 
the knowledge that admission to courses is always dependent upon pupil uptake, the pupil's ability, 
potential and previous efforts as well as on the school's resources to meet the demands. The Welsh 
Baccalaureate Skills Challenges are covered within relevant subject areas and through collapsed 
timetable days. 
 
The vast majority of the pupils will sit GCSE examinations but a few pupils will sit the BTEC, Entry 
Level Qualification (ELQ) exam or NVQ.  Some vocational courses are offered in partnership with 
Grwp Llandrillo-Menai.  The decision as to which course a pupil follows is taken in line with academic 
attainment and vocational pathway. 
 

14 - 19   Learning  Pathways 
 
The school has invested heavily in developing a broad and relevant curriculum that responds to the 
needs and aspirations of its pupils and consequently is well placed to respond to the 14 - 19 Learning 
Pathways agenda.  Some of the alternative/vocational pathways are provided through partnership 
arrangements with other local educational establishments. 

 
Provision includes: 
 
Catering, I.C.T., Business, Hair and Beauty, Construction, Outdoor Activities, Duke of Edinburgh 
Award, Health and Social Care, Performance and Dance, Art, French, Spanish, Information 
Technology, Engineering, Hospitality, Product Design, Media Studies, Psychology, History, 
Geography, Animal husbandry, Digital Media, Countryside and Environment and Land based studies. 
        
At different times during the five years the Core will include the Welsh Baccalaureate, Religious 
Education/Moral/Counselling/Careers/Health Education/Sex Education/Leisure and Physical  
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Education/ Experience  of  Business  and Enterprise/Care  of  Home and Family/Community and 
Environmental Awareness/Study Skills and all the other areas which are appropriate to the 
Personal/Social Field.   
 
The skills developed in certain areas are used to reinforce other areas of experience.  For instance, the 
personal/moral elements in the fields of Language and Humanities are emphasised, and Fine Art and 
Design make a valuable contribution to ensure effective technology teaching. 
 
Additional Learning Needs 
 
There are separate groups for remedial education in Mathematics, Science and English.  The number 
of pupils in these groups is limited to a maximum of 15. 
 
Special Education 
 
The same provision as in earlier years. 
 

Years 12 and 13 (the Sixth Form) 
 
It  is important that Years 7-11 form a  basis  not only  for  "AS/A2"  level courses but also  for  specific  
vocational courses  such as Level 3 Certificate and Diploma and Welsh Baccalaureate courses.   Once 
more, in Years 12 and 13 the personal core is important and shows progression from Years 7-11, giving 
opportunities to develop essential skills and for counselling.  It also provides an opportunity to link 
more academic courses with courses containing a vocational or cross-curricular element.  
 
During Year 11 pupils are informed of the advanced level courses which will be available in Year 12. 

    The provision in September 2021 is as follows: 
 

Advanced level/Level 3 courses: 
 

Art  and  Design Geography 

Biology History 

Business Studies (AS and A2) BTEC Law Level 3 

Chemistry Mathematics with Statistics and 
Mechanics 

Cymraeg ail Iaith A2 Medical Science Level 3 

Design  & Technology Music 

Drama  and  Theatre  Studies Physics 

English Literature and Language Psychology 

English Literature Religious Studies 

French Sociology 

Financial Studies Level 3 BTEC Sports Science Level 3 

Further Mathematics Tourism Level 3 
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A-level/Level 3 Courses offered through partner schools and colleges: 
 

BTEC Creative Media (TV and Film) Sociology 

BTEC Creative Media (Games) German 

BTEC Mechanical Engineering Physical Education 

BTEC Civil Engineering (Construction) First Language Welsh 
 
Qualifications  Offered 
 
This school prepares pupils for the following qualifications: At 16 years of age 
 
General Certificate of Secondary Education - GCSE 
Entry Level Qualification  - (ELQ) 
 
Vocational GCSE Courses - Foundation and Intermediate Levels.  
BTEC - Level 1 and 2 
NVQ - Level 1 and 2 
Welsh Baccalaureate 
 
At 16+ 
 
General Certificate of Education - AS and A2 
WJEC Level 3 Certificate and Diploma qualifications 
BTEC Level 3                                    
Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate 

 
The following specific subjects are offered at this school at KS4 

 
Core and Foundation Subjects: 
 

English Language English Literature 

Welsh (First Language) Welsh (Second Language) 

Mathematics Mathematics - Numeracy 

Chemistry  Double Award Science 

Biology Double Award Applied Science 

Physics  
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Year 10 Options 2021-22 
 
 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 After Hours – Option 4 

GCSE Art and Design 
GCSE Business Studies & 
LIBF Financial Capability 

GCSE Triple Science HSK Mandarin 

GCSE Digital Technology GCSE D&T GCSE Art and Design Music Technology 

GCSE Drama GCSE Food & Nutrition 
GCSE Business Studies & 
LIBF Financial Capability 

 

GCSE Engineering GCSE Geography GCSE D&T  

GCSE French GCSE History GCSE Engineering  

GCSE Geography GCSE Music GCSE Food & Nutrition  

GCSE Health & Social Care GCSE P.E. GCSE Media Studies  

GCSE History GCSE Spanish BTEC Outdoor Activities  

GCSE P.E.  BTEC Animal Husbandry  

C&G Construction  
BTEC Countryside & 
Environment  

BTEC Digital Media  BTEC Land based studies  

BTEC Public Services  BTEC Performing Arts  

  VTCT Hair and Beauty  

 
Year 11 Options 2021-22 

 
 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 After Hours – Option 4 

GCSE Art and Design GCSE Art and Design GCSE Triple Science HSK Mandarin 

GCSE French GCSE Business Studies GCSE Art & Design Music Technology 

GCSE Geography GCSE Food & Nutrition GCSE History  

GCSE Health & Social Care GCSE Geography GCSE Media Studies  

GCSE PE GCSE History GCSE Music  

GCSE Product Design GCSE Product Design BTEC Outdoor Activities  

Engineering Level 1/2 GCSE Psychology BTEC Animal Husbandry  

I.T. Level 1/2 GCSE Spanish 
BTEC Countryside and 
Environment 

 

Public services Level 2 
GBC French in the Business 
Context 

BTEC Engineering  

Construction Level 1  BTEC Hair & Beauty  

  BTEC Land based studies  

  BTEC Performance & 
Dance 
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Sex and Relationship Education 

 
Sex and relationship education is supported by the school’s wider curriculum for Personal and Social 
Education.  In this way Friars tries to ensure that pupils: 
    Receive their sex education in the wider context of relationships; 
    Are prepared for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. 
 
Science at Key Stage 3 teaches the structures and functions of the reproductive systems.  The school’s 
revised policy, approved by the Governors, is available at school.  Further information about the 
programme can be found on the National Health Promotion website for Wales 
www.hpw.wales.gov.uk/topics/sexhlthstrategye.pdf 

 
Careers and the World of Work 

 
Considerable emphasis is now placed on links with industry and the world of work. Careers education 
is included as part of the Personal and Social Education Programme. In Years 7 and 8 there is discrete 
provision and awareness is raised in the P.S.E. timetable. In Years 9, 10 and 11 Careers as a subject is 
taught as modules of work. Pupils in Key Stage 4 also have access to their ‘on-line’ e-progress files in 
school (under teacher guidance) and from home. They are able to amend/update this file and also 
produce both an electronic C.V. and a personal statement.  As part of the Partnership Learning 
Agreement with Careers Wales, a formal Careers interview can be held with a member of the Careers 
Wales staff. Year 13 students are guided through their UCAS application and apply through the school 
on-line system. UCAS/Careers conventions and presentations are held in school and Bangor 
University.  Local employers take an active part in discussing work opportunities available in the area, 
during Career Module presentations.  ‘Mock’ interviews are arranged by the school’s Careers Co-
ordinator for students applying for university courses that will require the student to attend an interview 
as part of the application process.  The school MAT Co-ordinator works with the Head and Deputy 
Head of Sixth Form to help students prepare for university entrance examinations, interviews and the 
preparation of personal statements.  The Head of Sixth Form and/or the MAT Co-ordinator registers 
more able students with the potential to proceed onto high tariff universities with the Gwynedd and 
Mon Seren Network.  Careers Wales hold Enterprise Activity Days with Years 10 and 12. 
 
The Local Authority has a policy to secure a high quality industrial education programme and the 
school has extended and developed this policy by strengthening its links with employers and the 
business community and has benefited from their contribution to the curriculum.  

 
Religious Education 

 
The School has no connection with any specific religious denomination and religious education is 
provided according to the Agreed Syllabus for pupils up to 16 years of age. If a parent wishes to 
exercise their right to object to his or her child receiving religious education or attending the act of 
collective worship during,  a written request should be given to the Headteacher to enable him  to make 
suitable arrangements for the pupil to be supervised during such times.   

 
Collective Worship 

 
There are acts of collective worship for year groups on a rota basis. Worship is of a broadly Christian 
nature but with contributions from other faiths.  Every Group Tutor has access to ‘Thought for the Day’ 
to use with his/her form.  The school may, in agreement with parents, provide alternative arrangements 
for worship for one or more pupils that are excused, but is not obliged to do so. 

 
 

http://www.hpw.wales.gov.uk/topics/sexhlthstrategye.pdf
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Number of Pupils in Each Year Group 
 
The maximum number we must admit to each Year Group is 232.  The number of pupils in each Year 
Group on 21st September 2021 (the LA census date) was: 
 

Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4 

Year Group Number of Pupils Year Group Number of Pupils 

Year 7 237 Year 10 242 

Year 8 239 Year 11 217 

Year 9 221   

Sixth Form 

Year Group Number of Students 

Year 12 141 

Year 13 133 
 
 

Language Policy 
 
The  Gwynedd  Education  Authority operates  a  bilingual  policy throughout  all  Gwynedd schools 
and this is reflected  in  Ysgol Friars. 
 
The aim is to develop the ability of pupils to become bilingual in order to enable them to participate 
fully in the bilingual society in which they live. However, no pupil will be put into a teaching group 
where he or she could not cope with the language of instruction. 
 
According to its resources, Ysgol Friars will seek to reflect and support the county language policy in 
its administration, its social life and pastoral organisation as well as in its academic provision. 
 
The Gwynedd Language Policy Document shows that Ysgol Friars is in the category of Model CH, 
and fuller details are to be found in the document regarding the demands upon the school and its aims. 
Schools in this category teach up to 30% of the curriculum in Welsh. 
 
The daily administration of the school is bilingual. 
 
Welsh as a subject 
 
All pupils will take lessons in the Welsh Department up to the end of Year 11. 
 
Bilingual Teaching 
 
During Years 7-9 we will seek to provide support for the work of the Welsh Department.  This will 
entail seeking to strengthen the Welsh of all learners by providing opportunities for discussion in Welsh 
and communication in Welsh with teachers, and seeking to offer some subjects through bilingual 
teaching for the most fluent pupils e.g. History, RE, Art, Music, Technology and PSE 
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Policy on Examination Entries and Payments of Fees 
  
The school will pay fees for and grant every reasonable opportunity for pupils to sit external 
examinations under the guidance of the Headteacher and staff. The cut-off date for the submission of 
the school’s entry list to the examination board is mid-February. All pupils with a reasonable prospect 
of success will be expected to complete the course and sit the examination. The ultimate decision on 
entry rests with the Headteacher and his decision will be final.  These arrangements are subject to the 
following conditions:   
  
A Head of Department will have the discretion not to enter pupils for an external examination if they 
have failed to fulfil all of the following conditions:    

 Attendance of the relevant examination course for at least 85% of the number of sessions  
possible at this school or another.  Absences which are the result of genuine illness or injury 
and which are supported by written evidence shall not count against this figure; 

 Attendance of the mock examinations. If the pupil is absent for justified medical reasons, a 
mock examination may be administered when the pupil is fit to resume schooling; 

 Coursework Controlled Assessment or Practical Examinations must have been completed to 
the satisfaction of the Head of Department.   

 
If the school refuses to pay fees and enter a pupil, parents or guardians will be allowed to enter a pupil 
privately, paying the appropriate fees via the school to the examination board. The pupil will be allowed 
to use the school as an examination centre.  The school will only finance a pupil to enter an individual 
module on two occasions.    
  
The standard procedure for non-entry of students for AS or A2 qualifications is that it should only be 
done following prior discussion and agreement with the Director of Sixth Form Studies.  Any late entry 
fees resulting from not following this procedure will be charged to the curriculum area concerned. 
 
AS certification will take place in August. 
 
In the event of any misconduct during an external examination, the school will make a report to the 
examination board. The First Committee of the Governing Body will receive a copy of the report. 
Misconduct may lead to the cancellation of a pupil’s examination paper and/or a pupil may be required 
to sit remaining examination papers at an alternative centre.   
  
Pupils are expected to attend the examination suitably prepared and equipped, it may not be possible 
for the school to lend pupils items of equipment which they have neglected to bring themselves. 
 
Pupils are expected to attend in full uniform.  Pupils who do not comply may be sent home to change. 
 
The school will provide pupils with all the information regarding external examinations. Thereafter it 
will be the pupils’ responsibility to follow the information in detail.   
  
If a pupil is absent from an external examination without a medical note, the fee for the examination 
must be repaid to the school. The school reserves the right to take any necessary steps to recover wasted 
examinations fees.   
  
The school's decision as to which tier the pupil will be entered for or which paper the pupil will sit will 
be final.  
 
Students will be required to pay the appropriate fees for re-marking examination scripts unless the 
process has the support of the relevant Head of Department or Teacher in Charge of Subject.  Re-marks 
are not available for some examination components for individual students e.g. coursework.  In 
exceptional circumstances the school might request the re-moderation of an entire sample that has been 
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submitted to an examination board.  Students and parents should note that the marks awarded for 
remarked scripts can either increase or decrease. 
 
The school will administer a charge of £10 to retrieve examination certificates which have not been 
claimed within one calendar year of the candidates’ date of leaving.  This charge will cover the 
administration, postage and packing involved in retrieving certificates. 
 
Note: Heads of Department must inform parents in writing if a pupil is to be withdrawn from an 
examination. 
 

Pastoral   Education 
 
Each child will have a Form Tutor to care for them. The Form Tutors of pupils in Years 7-11 work 
under the direction of an Associate Assistant Headteacher for KS3 and Pupil Co-ordinator with support 
from the Co-ordinator of PSE, Mr. N.R.Worthington and Mr Martin Williams, the Deputy Headteacher 
responsible for Pastoral Welfare.  The Head of the Sixth Form is Dr. Keith Varty, who is aided by 
Deputy Head of Sixth Form and Transition Coordinator Mrs. Cherry Shacklady. 
 
Once your child has started school, if there are any matters you would like to discuss, you should 
contact the Form Tutor or Head of Year for your child’s year.  From 1st September 2021 the Pastoral 
Support Team will be: 
 
Associate Assistant Headteacher for Lower School Miss Ffion Williams 
Associate Assistant Headteacher for Upper School Miss Melissa Gutteridge 
Assistant Headteacher, Head of Sixth Form and Director 
of Studies: Dr Keith Varty 

Deputy Head of Sixth Form and Transition Coordinator Mrs Cherry Shacklady 
 

Head of Year  
Year 7 Mrs R. Rimmer Head of Year  

Year 10 Mrs C. Meredith 

Head of Year  
Year 8 Mrs D. Wood Head of Year  

Year 11 Mrs L. Shannon 

Head of Year  
Year 9 Miss A. Higgins   

 
Medical and Emergency Contact 

 
It should be borne in mind that a child's medical record is a confidential document and its contents are 
not divulged to the school.  Therefore parents are expected to inform the school of any medical or 
clinical condition which could affect a child while he or she is in the care of the school. 
 
Occasionally children fall ill at school or they may have accidents. At such times we may need to 
arrange expert professional help without delay and at the same time it is vital that parents or a 
designated responsible adult are informed as  quickly as possible. Please arrange, therefore, to give 
your child's Personal Tutor the telephone number(s) of someone who can be contacted in an emergency 
if you are unavailable.  The School Office should be notified of any change of address/telephone 
contact numbers immediately, so that our information system can be updated.  Please help us to help 
your child. 
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School   Security 
 
The school takes its security and welfare very seriously.  The most recent inspection commended the 
school’s safe and orderly environment and a firm line is taken on bullying.   Pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 
are not allowed off the premises during the school day unless going home (or the home of an adult 
relative for lunch).  Pupils who go home for lunch are given a lunchtime pass.  The site is patrolled by 
staff at break-time and lunchtime and the security of the school is kept under review by the Senior 
Management Team. 
 
Entrance to the site is controlled by magnetically secured gates to prevent unauthorized access.  All 
visitors must enter through the school reception and sign in and out. 
 

Charging for Educational Activities 
 
The Governing Body has adopted a Policy of charging pupils for: 

 Board and lodging and transport costs on educational visits; 
 Activities outside school hours; 
 External examinations for which the school has not prepared the pupil during that school year; 
 Examinations when the pupil fails to complete the requirements or misses the examination 

without proper reason; 
 Intentional damage to school property or for losing school property. 

 
A voluntary contribution is requested from parents when it is not possible to charge for an activity, but 
no pupils will be excluded from taking part when their parents cannot contribute. It is possible that 
some activities will not be held without sufficient voluntary contributions.  
 

Provision for Sport 
 

All pupils in KS3 and KS4 are timetabled for statutory lessons in physical education.  P.E. is offered 
as a subject at GCSE and BTEC Level 3 Sport in KS5.  Extra-curricular sporting activities have 
included: 
 
 Dance Club; 
 Gymnastics;  
 Hockey 
 Netball; 
 Rounders; 
 Athletics; 
 Rugby (Boys and Girls); 
 Football (Boys and Girls); 
 Cross Country Running; 
 Swimming 
 Cheerleading 
 Handball 
 Kickboxing 
 Circuit training 
 Yoga 
 The school provides pupils with the opportunity to participate in other activities outside the school 

curriculum, such as water-polo, trampolining, dodge ball, basketball, ice skating, kayaking, 
cricket, rowing and running. These activities have been available to all year groups during 
lunchtimes and after school. 
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 The school offers a wide variety of trips such as Glan Llyn, Wales rugby, Alton Towers, Harry 
Potter World, Liverpool, Mancheter United, Manchester City, Real Madrid and PSV Eindhoven. 

 The Duke of Edinburgh Award Team and Expedition Group offers expedition training and outdoor 
pursuits in Snowdonia.  

 We offer a range of inter-house activities that give pupils an opportunity to play against others in 
a competitive environment. 

 Health and Wellbeing week gives pupils an opportunity to try new sports and activities such as 
lacrosse, Gaelic football and mindfulness. 

 We enter all school competitions ranging from football to kayaking.  
 

Facilities for Disabled Pupils 
 
All the school’s main facilities are accessible to disabled pupils (via lifts) with the exception of the 
teaching area above the Sports Hall and the Art and Social and Humanities block which owing to their 
design do not have disabled access. 
 
Toilet facilities are available for boys and girls in each of the separate blocks of the school.  In addition 
there are toilet facilities for disabled pupils in all of the school’s main facilities with the exception of 
the area above the Sports Hall and the Art and Humanities block, again owing to their older design. 
 

Ysgol Friars Additional Learning Needs Policy - a Summary 
 

(A copy of the full policy is available at the School Office) 
 
Rationale:   Ysgol Friars is committed to a whole-school approach with every department undertaking 
its responsibility to make the curriculum accessible to all. 
 
Definition:  A child with additional learning needs is any pupil who requires support or additional 
preparation because his/her general level of academic attainment is significantly above or below that 
of his/her peers. Some may also have a specified learning difficulty, poor social skills, emotional and/or 
behavioural difficulties or a physical/sensory disability. 
 
Aim:  To establish a system which fulfils the needs of the 1981, 1988 and 1993 Education Acts and 
the National Curriculum in order to enable children with additional learning needs to demonstrate fully 
what they know, understand and can do. 
 
Objectives: 
 

1. To give every child equal opportunity to develop and partake of a curriculum that is relevant, 
broad, balanced and differentiated whatever his/her educational needs. 

2. To identify children with additional learning needs and to ensure that they are stimulated and      
      extended. 
3. To achieve functional and social integration within a supportive environment. 
4. To encourage parents/guardians to play a key role in the process of educating children with    

additional learning needs 
5. To continue to foster our liaison with external agencies, both statutory and voluntary. 

 
N.B.     The school has pupils with a range of disabilities.  The school has lifts in some buildings, 
provides modified furniture and, in conjunction with the LA, learning support assistants for designated 
pupils. 
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Admissions Policy: 
 
The School applies the LEA's Policy on Admission to Schools. You can get a copy of this from the 
Director of Education. 
 
ALN Specialism and Building Adaptations: 
 
Lifts are available in three buildings. 
 

Arrangements for Co-ordinating Additional Learning Provision and Resources: 
 
Learning Support Assistants are normally provided by the LEA. They provide a range of support for 
individual pupils or small teaching groups who have additional learning needs. Occasionally numbers 
of pupils with additional learning needs fluctuate and the school cannot guarantee this provision for all 
pupils, particularly those who are admitted at times other than the start of the academic year. Provision 
identified in a statement, is met by the Authority. 
 
There will be one representative from every faculty/department on the cross curricular ALN Co-
ordinating Panel, chaired by the ALNCO (Additional Learning Needs Co-ordinator). 

 
Identification/Assessment/Review: 
 
The school will make full use of the information provided in pupil transfer records or meetings. 
Individual pupil screening will also be provided upon admission - a procedure which is responsive to 
parental concerns. 
 
The whole-school Assessment Policy will apply to all pupils with additional needs.  In addition, their 
progress will be closely monitored by the ALNCO at the ALN Panel meetings. A close link with 
parents is encouraged.  The pupils are also consulted and encouraged to take an active role. 
 
An annual review of statemented pupils will be conducted in accordance with the requirements of the 
Special Needs Code of Practice Wales 2002. 
 

Most Recent School Performance Information 
 
The following pages give the most recent comparative reports of performance in what was the end of 
Key Stage 3 assessments (DEWI contextual reports) together with GCSE and A-level results in the 
most recent Summary of Secondary School Performance (SSSP).  2019 data has been published for 
Key Stage 3 and for KS4 and KS5. Comparative data is not available for 2020 and 2021 as a result of 
the suspension of external examinations due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
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School Holiday Dates 2022 - 2023 
 

Term 
 

Autumn     2022 1  September       2022 23  December         2022 

Spring        2023 9  January           2023 31 March                2023 

Summer     2023      17  April              2023      20  July                   2023 
 

Pupils will return to school on Thursday 2nd September 2021 
Holidays 
 

31 October -  4 November 2022 Half  Term 

26 December 2022  -  6 January 2023 Christmas  Holidays 

20 February  -  24 February 2023 Half  Term 

3 April – 14 April 2023 Easter  Holidays 

1  May 2023 May  Day 

29   May – 2 June 2023 Half  Term 

21 July  -  31 August 2023 Summer  Holidays 
 
The school will re-open on Friday 1st September 2023 for teachers only (training day) and for 
pupils on Monday, 4 September (awaiting confirmation) 
 
The number of days in each month when the school will be open: 
 

September         2022 22 

October             2022 20 

November          2022 18 

December          2022 17 

January             2023 17 

February           2023 15 

March                2023 23 

April                  2023 10 

May                    2023 19 

June                   2023 20 

July                    2023 14 

 Total      195 
 
1st September 2022 - School Management day + 4 Inset Days  -  to be arranged. 

 
    The school will be open to pupils for 190 days. 
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